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Archdiocese
of New York

He Is Risen!

In His dialogues with Jewish Leaders in St. John’s Gospel, Jesus at one point
tells them: “Before Abraham came to be, | am.” A most stunning assertion. It
is a claim that could only be made by God, or by a madman. The Jews clearly
understood what Jesus was claiming. Their response was to try to stone him.
In reply, Jesus says: “Let my works testify to the truth of my words.” In other
words, my actions will speak louder than my words. What actions? Jesus is
referring to his miracles. There had been numerous healings, the feeding of
the multitudes, and at least two instances of people being brought back from
the grave: the daughter of Jairus and of course Lazarus.

But the greatest miracle validating Jesus’ message and identity was yet to
come. He was placed in the grave on Good Friday evening. Then, “they closed
the tomb and all withdrew,” as the Scripture says. What would happen next?

Our entire faith depends on what happened next. Christ rose from the dead
and came forth from the tomb. This final miracle validates His entire message
and His person. As St. Paul writes to the Corinthians: “If Christ was not raised
to life, our message is worthless and so is your faith.” Pretty strong words, but
they serve to underscore the importance of Easter. Without the Resurrection
of Jesus, there is no Christianity. It is the central belief of our Faith.

As if all this were not enough, there is even more as it affects you and me. This
God who became one of us to save us has also invited us to share in His victory
over death. As members of His Body, when something happens to Christ, it
also happens to us. Jesus suffers, we suffer. Jesus dies, we die. Jesus rises
from the dead, so do we. All that is necessary for this to happen is our
willingness to go along. Mother Teresa famously called this “giving God
permission.”

Giving God permission means welcoming the Incarnation into our lives. It's
what the “fourth day” is all about: making God the center of our living, our
breathing and our striving. God is not “out there.” God is at the very depth of
our being. Loving us and saving us. Well do we say Alleluia!

Msgr. George Thompson
Spiritual Director
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Sunday, April 13, 2014
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

As we leave the winter behind us, and look forward to the revitalization
we feel when Spring weather truly arrives, | am reminded of a passage
in Matthew Kelly’s book “Rediscover Catholicism”.

"God never goes back; he always moves forward. Adam and Eve
were banished from the garden. God could have redeemed them
and sent them back to the garden, but He didn’t for two
reasons: God always wants our future to be bigger than our
past, and God always moves forward.”

On June 14, as we open a new School of Leaders in over 30 years, | want
to particularly thank Sue Tornatore, Tom Castaldo, Vito Porpora,
Deacon Bill Castellane, and Father Bill Cosgrove who worked so
diligently to help make this possible. Also our gratitude to Father Bill for
providing the space at St. Augustine, 140 Maple Ave., New City, NY
10956. The School will be held every second Saturday from 10 am to 12
pm, refreshment (9:30 am) Secretariat (12:30 pm). It will be a place for
spiritual growth and to learn more about our movement, to
communicate with each other and all our Ultreya representatives, and
to provide opportunities to share your input and help in growing our
movement. All are invited and encouraged to attend. Please read more
details in Sue’s following article.

| also want to thank Margaret Frisch and Al Lett who worked so
creatively these past seven years to bring us this wonderful newsletter
and now Tom Kane who takes up the challenge. But most of all, | want
to thank each of you, for all that you do each day, to fulfill our Cursillo
Mission: “To have a Christianizing influence on our environments by
making friends, being friends and bringing friends to Christ”.

In Pope Francis’ Lenten Message to us we read: ” In union with Jesus,

we can courageously open up new paths of evangelization and human
promotion.” Let us always remember our Cursillo vision: “To bring the
best reality of the Good News that God loves us through Jesus Christ.”

DeColores,

John DelJulio
Lay Director

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

soth Anniversary Mass

Father John Budwick, a long time Cursillo Priest,
will celebrate his 50™ Anniversary Mass on
Saturday, May 24" at

11:00am at Saint

Joseph'’s Church.

An informal
reception will follow:

Saint Joseph's Church, 149 Cottage Street
Middletown, NY 10940

Cursillo in the News
An article about Cursillo appeared this past March
in Catholic New York (3/6/14). The article,
"Cursillo: A School of Renewal”, is a witness by
Cursillista Rob Ryser (Men’s Weekend #206,
September 26-29, 2014). Rob is a parishioner of
Saint Patrick’s in Bedford. The article is reprinted
on page 13 courtesy of Catholic New York and Rob
Ryser.

New Midtown Manhattan Group
Reunion / Ultreya

A new group reunion hopefully growing into a full-
fledged Ultreya has just started up in Midtown
Manhattan at Holy Innocent’s Parish on 37th street
between Broadway and 7th Avenue. In addition to
Father Louie, who made his weekend many years ago,
the group consists primarily of New Cursillistas from the
past few weekends. We would love to welcome any
Cursillistas interested in grouping after work during the
week. Although a set day of the month has not been
selected yet, the group does meet at about 4:45 and is
generally finished by 6:30. There is great fellowship
and sharing. Most are new to the Community. If
interested please contact David Riggio at 914-629-7299
or Tom Castaldo at 917-992-6911. We can also be
reached via email at davadips@yahoo.com or
Tcast717:6@aol.com. We hope to hear from you soon.
God Bless


mailto:davadips@yahoo.com
mailto:Tcast71716@aol.com
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Men’s Weekend #207
Mount Alvernia
March 20-23, 2014
Rector: Joe Bisesto
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Women’s Weekend #209
Mount Alvernia
April 3-6, 2014

Rectora: Marianne Rouis
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The New School of Leaders

This June something exciting is about to begin, the NEW School
of Leaders! This is your opportunity: to join together with fellow
Cursillistas, in the climate of group reunion, to seek to be more
committed and united, and to accelerate the living of what is
fundamental for being Christian in yourselves, the Cursillo movement
and in your environments. That is what is so vital and essential about
the new School of Leaders.

On June 14, 2014 the first School of Leaders will be held at St.
Augustine’s parish, 140 Maple Avenue, New City, New York from 10:00
to 12:00 noon. There will be refreshments starting around 9:30 or so.
When you get there, park in the parking lot, the school will be to your
right and the church will be to your left. We are meeting in the church,
in the room under the sanctuary. There is an elevator as well as stairs to
go down to the room.

Over the last few months, | have had the privilege of going to
many of the Ultreyas all over the archdiocese. | have found the love of
Christ, the generosity of sharing and living the Cursillo life, in the
wonderful people who love this movement. That is why | am so excited
to have the New School of Leaders get started so that all of you can
meet the loving people | have had the chance to meet and start to get
to know better. The beauty of the School of Leaders is that it wants all
of its members to bring their own individual talents and gifts together in
one place so that we can teach each other and learn from each other.
An authentic school is there only if there is authentic personal freedom,
so that all who attend can hear the proclamations of truth and
personally decide to listen, discern, and act on what is studied there.

Our first area of study will be the study of what is fundamental
for being Christian. If you look at most of the Cursillo literature, thisis a
topic at the center of the movement. It makes a wonderful starting
topic so that we can all learn and journey onward from the same
starting point. Father Bill Cosgrove and Deacon Bill Castellane will be
guiding us on this journey and | am sure it will lead to wonderful
questions and discussions. Our first topic for the technique talk will be
on the “why” for the School of Leaders. Then over the next five months
we will move onto the topic of friendship, another cornerstone of the
Cursillo movement. These talks will focus in on friendship as Eduardo
Bonin saw it; with self, with Christ and with others.

As well as continuing on our faith journey, the School of
Leaders gives the opportunity for us to serve our Cursillo community.
During the meeting you can volunteer your assistance in any of the
three sections; Pre-Cursillo, Cursillo, and Post-Cursillo. Here

committees will form with common interests to
help each section function to its highest potential.
Your help can be as little or as much as you are
able to give. Here great discussions and ideas will
be explored and worked on. At the first School of
Leaders each section chairperson will present just
what their section is about and what their
committees will be working on. For those of you
who are Ultreya Reps, instead of attending the
center meetings as you have before, you will now
be coming to the School of Leaders. In the Post-
Cursillo section there is a committee for the
Ultreya Reps to meet and work on Ultreyas and
small group reunions. Here you can make friends,
share ideas, and encourage each other in your
work as Ultreya Reps.

One thing to remember is that the School
of Leaders is not a business meeting. All decisions
are made at the Secretariat. The Secretariat will
meet one half hour after the School of Leaders.
Here the section chair people will bring into
discussion what their sections are doing. You are
free to attend and discuss with them. The final
votes on any issues are made by the Secretariat.
So if you wish to join us just bring a bag lunch and
come to the meeting!

Come to the School of Leaders and be a
part of the service and love of a community united
in the love of Christ, walking together to bring
Christ in to the center of all of our lives, the Cursillo
Movement, and all of our individual environments.
| want to personally encourage and invite each and
each of you to come and participate in the School
of Leaders. Get Excited!!!

Suve Tornatore
(Chairperson of the School of leaders)



ROOSTER CROWS NY CURSILLO ENGLISH Spring 2014

Lenten Ultreya Witness

There are no words adequate enough to describe the profound
influence that Cursillo has had in my life. I'm forever thankful to
those who led me there and for those wonderful Blessings God
has put in my life meaning the beautiful friendships I've made in
Cursillo.

Before my weekend my mind was filled with confusion, doubt
and fear, my heart was afraid to trust and my soul was searching
for a proverbial serenity ship to come in. My faith was seriously
lacking and instead of having peace in my life, my life was all in
pieces. I'd like to use the imagery that best describes the before
Cursillo me as a small boat caught in a storm of a raging sea of
trials and tribulations. There was no beacon of light to forewarn
me of imminent danger and no captain to bring me safely to
shore.

Often | would look up to the sky and start shouting “Where are
you now?” “Why aren't you helping me?” and “Are you sure this
isn't more than | can handle?”

When | came to Cursillo | had little hope, no expectations and a lot
of what did | get myself into? However, with all those feelings
churning inside me | felt an immediate connection from the
minute | walked through the door and to this very minute with all
of you.

| felt a sense of belonging and a feeling like this could be a good
thing.

This connection continued as | listened to the Rollos. Things
started falling into place. As | listened | heard something | took to
heart, something | could relate to and something | never heard
before. Then it happened! The answers that | had been seeking
were right in front of me and for the first time | felt the fire of
God's love consume me through the power of the Holy Spirit.

| found that through all the pain and suffering | wasn't alone and
wasn't forgotten. It all had a purpose, a divine purpose. You see
God uses tragedy to show us our profound need for Him and to
draw us into a closer relationship with Him. His dying on the cross
and His resurrection was for the forgiveness of sins and so we will
trust Him and the fact that no matter what -- He loves us and
always will. And there is nothing we could ever do to stop Him
from loving us. And in the good times, the not so good times and
what the heck is going on now times, my Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ is and always will be right by my side holding onto me in

the midst of those storms. All | have to dois
say, “Lord | trust you because | know life
creates these challenges but you complete
them according to your perfect plan.”
Knowing this whom or what should | fear?

So now when I'm distressed | call out to my
Captain Jesus Christ ask Him to throw down
his holy anchor and to bring me safely ashore
so that | may find the peace and serenity | long
for...His anchor of unconditional, steadfast
and eternal love.

Every day | try to spread this message and
important truth to all those who will listen and
to those who won't.

Every day | strive to be someone whose life
and words are living proof of God's love. | want
everyone to know that if we open our hearts
to God our Father, He will cast away all fears
and doubts and will lift our spirits higher than
ever before. He is the one and only true
constant in our lives and no matter what
obstacle we are facing if we believe in His
power and trust Him with all our heart he will
never fail us. He is everything to me and He is
everything I'll ever need. If we choose to have
this intimate relationship and personal
friendship with Him we will be free. Our minds
will be put at ease knowing that if we learn to
love and respond in faith to reach our true self
to be Christ-like we can begin to understand
God’'s love and to live in that love. And by
dedicating our lives to God and truly accept
His plan for us than we will have the power to
love and serve as Jesus did.

De Colores,

Jean Buttinelli
Yonkers, NY
(St. Bartholomew’s Church)



ROOSTER CROWS NY CURSILLO ENGLISH Spring 2014

Cursillo (English) Secretariat
Archdiocese of New York

The Importance of Ultreya

The word Ultreya signifies “onward” or “proceed further on. The
Ultreya in its totality is the sharing of our Christian life. We share
through our living witness of the transparent Christ in our small world —
our daily environment — living through Christ, with Christ and in Christ.

The Ultreya is the gathering of the Groups or the Reunion of the Group
Reunions. The Groups and their members participate in it for the same
reasons they go to the Friendship Group Reunions: to share what

everybody and every Group lives.

For more information, refer to the National
Cursillo Center Mailing 2012 titled, “The

Position Name Parish Term
Ultreya And Its Importance To The Person”
(February, 2012) . Spiritual Msgr. St. Patrick’s, 2015
! . George
Director Bedford (June)
Thompson
. John St. James the 2015
Lay Director DelJulio Apostle, Carmel (June)
St. Kateri Son
Secretary Open Tekakwitha, 5
(June)
LaGrange
St. John the o1
Treasurer Al Lett Evangelist, (Dec4)
Mahopac ’
Pre-Cursillo Karen St. James the 2015
Chairperson | Tunney Apostle, Carmel (June)
Post-Cursillo | Gino St. Mary o.fthe 2014
Chairperson Lucadamo Assumption, (Dec.)
Katonah '
Cursillo Ginger St. Kat.erl 2014
Chairperson Fisher UL el T, (Dec.)
P LaGrange :
School of Sue St. M.ary s, 2016
Leaders Tornatore Wappingers (June)
Chair Falls

Carmel & Mahopac Ultreya
May 18, 2012
Our Lady of the Lake / Mount Carmel

To see your Ultreya featured in an upcoming edition of Rooster
Crows, send an email to the editor (thomas_kane@verizon.net).



http://www.natl-cursillo.org/resources/ultreya.pdf
http://www.natl-cursillo.org/resources/ultreya.pdf
mailto:thomas_kane@verizon.net
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SAVE THE DATE!

RSVP form attached in this edition of

| h Eath St Augustine, “Rooster Crows"!
Renewal Day with Father . :
Contact: Lynne & Marty Diano:
May 31 Tom Kreiser New City y y
[10 am — 4pm] (914-232-7476)

[First Raffle Drawing!]

Bowdoin Park Mass will be celebrated at 2pm
Wappinger Falls Contact: Jeanette Fitch

(12pm @ Pavilion 4) (845-463-4336)

) ) Contact: Jim Santos
August 7-10 Cursillo de Cursillo Vermont
(845-741-3367)

Sept. 25-28 Men'’s Cursillo #208 Larry Malone, Rector
Harvest Social St. Mary, Marlboro Stay tuned for more info...

NY Archdiocesan Cursillo
Picnic

NY Archdiocesan
Dec 13 Mount Alvernia Stay tuned for more info...
Advent Ultreya
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NY Archdiocesan
Cursillo Picnic

Sunday July 13, 2014 (12:00 Noon)
Bowdoin Park, Pavilion 4
Sheafe Road, Wappingers Falls, New York

This will be a family affair. There are covered picnic tables, a playground and swings for the kids and even a
field for those who want to play baseball, etc. There will be a grill available but you can bring your own.

Please bring a dessert for the sharing table. Also, of course, bring your food and drink. Alcohol is allowed (we
acquired a permit for this day). It might also be wise to bring lawn chairs, as picnic tables tend to get a little
uncomfortable after a while. (There are bathrooms right in the pavilion for those who might be wondering)

Just an FYI, due to the costs of renting the pavilion, we will be having a 5o/50 raffle.
If you have any questions, please call Jeanette Fitch: 845-463-4336

Also, if you do plan on attending, please let her know so we can get an idea of how many people we are
planning for.

Directions: From North on Route 9: Go south until you get to Route gD (south hills mall) take a right here. Go
to Delevergene Avenue, make a right (as if you were going to Mt. Alvernia). Follow this to the end and make a
left. The park will be about a mile or so on your right. When you pull in there will be balloons on your immediate
right, pull in there, follow until you get to the parking lot which will be on your left.

From South on Route 9: Go North until you get to gD (south hills mall) and follow directions as above.

If lost call Jeanette’s cell: 845-721-6725

Google eart!
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Cursillistas sometimes gather on Sunday
morning for a breakfast reunion. This is
women’s weekend #207 2" breakfast at Mt.
Alvernia (March 23, 2014)

20 WEEK RAFFLE

Do You Have Your Winning Ticket Yet?

Our annual Twenty Week Raffle for the ENTIRE New York Archdiocese will commence shortly. This fund
raising Raffle is critical for our Cursillo Weekends to continue. The Raffle proceeds allow us to maintain our
low $165 donation for the Weekend, providing support for candidates who cannot afford this amount and
most important keeps New York Archdiocese Cursillo solvent in support of other expenses.

The tickets are $20.00 and are being distributed at the upcoming Ultreyas. There are two weekly winners,
for 19 weeks: one $25.00 and one $50.00. The final drawing is on week 20 which includes one $100.00, two
$250.00, one $500.00 and one $1,000.00 prizes. Winning tickets are returned to the pool.

The first drawing is at Renewal Day [May 31 at Saint Augustine in New City] and the following 18 at various
Ultreyas and School of Leaders. The final drawings will be at our Annual Harvest Social in October.

Please purchase as many tickets as you can and sell even more to your friends as well. We are counting on
you for a successful Raffle. Many thanks to Vito Porpora for organizing this year’s raffle!

Al Lett
Treasurer

10
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RENEWAL DAY

TH
May 31 , 2014 10:00 — 4:00
Rev. Tom Krieser

CELEBRATE CH UR CH & EVANGELZATION

s P P P P Pt P Pt Pt Pt Pt Pt P P Pt Pt Pt P Pt Pt P Pt Pt P Pt Pt Pt P Pt Pt P P Pt Pt Pt Pt Pt P Pt Pt Pt P Pt Pt Pt P

PLEASE DETACH AND MAIL WITH YOUR PAYMENT

Name

Address

Email

Telephone

Church Ministry (O Eucharistic Minister O Lector (O Music
Location: St. Augustine’s Parish Center 140 Maple Ave. New City, NY 10956
Costis: $25.00 Lunch is provided

Make checks payable to NY Cursillo — English and mail to:

Martin Diano 28 High St. Katonah, NY 10536 914-232-7476

11



ROOSTER CROWS NY CURSILLO ENGLISH Spring 2014 12

esus said:
i am among

e asonewhoservesy Just a Reminder!!!

lrzzey

NY Cursillo 5« 100l of Leaders

June 14, 2014
St. Augustine's Parish
140 Maple Ave.
New City, N.Y.
10:00 am. - 12:00 noon

Refreshments and social time will be from 9:45 -10:00.

The following talks will be presented at the first meeting

Fr. Bill Cosgrove: What is Fundamental for Being Christian?
Gladysann Adams: The Why for the School of Leaders

Park in the school parking lot and go into the church. We are meeting downstairs. There is an
elevator as well as stairs.

Secretariat Meeting to follow at 12:30, all are welcome to join us!

Questions contact: Sue Tornatore 845-297-0347
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Cursillo: A School of Renewal

By ROB RYSER
(Reprinted from Catholic New York, 3/6/2014)

The older | get, the more | want to be new. | know | sound like a
commercial, but it's true.

Whether it's cyclical such as a New Year’s Eve resolution or it's
sacramental such as baptism or confirmation, our lives are punctuated
by newness.

| want to be new not because I'm totally unworthy the way | am but
because the interior burdens and the external circumstances that
prevent me from living like a newlywed in spring make me feel
powerless and old.

I'm capable of appreciating that each morning is a new creation, but
how do I harness the promise and the purpose of this daily renewal and
make it my own?

The answer for me is uncomplicated, thanks to a special weekend
experience called Cursillo, although the answer requires a confession
and a bit of an autobiographical explanation.

It's true that I'm a convert to Catholicism. Growing up in Chicago as a
nihilist and dealing with that nothingness through substance abuse
until | was either going to die or | was going to accept a second chance, |
know how blessed | am to be alive. But | also know that my deep desire
to be new is not so different from people who have grown up in the
faith.

Over the last 20 years as a professional writer, a college professor and a
father of eight children in northern Westchester, | have experienced the
fire of spiritual revival and the power of lifestyle revolution and the
renaissance of solidarity with others working for change from the inside
out.

But | have to confess that as much as | was enjoying the gift of sobriety
and faith interiorly, | was cautious with it exteriorly. | had separated my
sacred life from my secular life, and the imbalance between my inner
person and my public person made my soul feel old.

Then about six months ago in the basement of my church where | was
meeting with a group of guys about starting a men’s ministry, | was
sharing this frustration, and my pastor suggested a Cursillo weekend.
My pastor said that he himself had made a Cursillo weekend decades
earlier, and it remained the most pivotal moment in his spiritual life,
because he learned how to move the knowledge of God’s love from his
head into his heart.

“What's Cursillo like?” one of the men asked.

13

"It's a lot like what we're doing right now,” our
pastor said.

What were we really doing except sharing our
desire to integrate our faith life with our everyday
life?

| can only speak for myself when | say that my
Cursillo weekend was the most extraordinary
gathering of ordinary men I've ever seen.

There | was in a Franciscan retreat house with 20
men like me who were there for the first time, and
an equal number of men who were running the
weekend as well as clergy there for support.

Then something remarkable happened. We
started talking about the essence of God's love.
And the more we talked about God's love, the
more | felt it inside. The more | felt it inside the
more | wanted to give it out, and the more | could
see God in others around me.

Before | knew it, | was feeling like a new creation. |
made a decision that | wanted to feel that way all
the time.

The guys on my Cursillo weekend taught me that
before | can share God’s love, | have to allow it to
overflow in me. And once it's overflowing, it's
easier to share it with others because there is more
than enough love for everybody.

| also learned that the Cursillo weekend is only the
beginning. | have a simple and proven practice of
growing in love through piety, study and action.
And | have a whole community of men and women
in the Cursillo movement both here in the
archdiocese and across the country and beyond—
who meet regularly to renew our world with God's
love.

I learned that love is boundless. That's what makes
love eternal. The great thing about eternity is it
never gets old.

(Rob is a parishioner of Saint Patrick’s
in Bedford.)
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Ultreya Locations

Hopewell Saint Kateri Second Thursday Ginger Fisher

Dutchess Junction 7:00pm (845) 297-4711

Dutchess Third Saturday, 7:00pm Linda Dalmer

Hyde Park Regina Coeli Parish Center

(North) Pot Luck following 5:00pm Mass (845) 266-3176

Bulville/Goshen/ Third Saturday Rich & Julie Dzurilla

Orange St. Paul's Church

Middletown 7:30pm (845) 457-4893

First Thursday Kathy Livingston

Orange Walden Most Precious Blood
7:00pm (845) 778-0320

St. Joseph's
Orange Newburgh Rt gW & Union Ave.
New Windsor

Richmond Staten Island Holy Chl|(.j school Third Thursday Ginny Buonviaggio
of Religion 7:30pm (728) 356-3966
Ulster Saugerties St. John 'Fhe Second Thursday Judy DeFino
Evangelist 7:30pm (845) 217-1229
Westchester White Plains St. Bernard's Third Saturday Don Jones
7:30pm (914) 948-1090

Second Thursday John & Laurie Hanley
7:00pm (845) 562-6503

Peekskill/ Susie Caras and Third Wednesday, Marianne Morgante
Westchester
Putnam Valley John Keck Home 7:30pm (914) 528 0618
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