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Easter Sunday Reflection

Father Terry Tastard

When that stone was rolled in front of the tomb of Jesus, it must have seemed as if it was slamming shut
on everything Jesus and the disciples had hoped for. It must have seemed, for example, as if it brought
to a close his project of renewing the People of God. We think of the twelve disciples as representing
the twelve tribes of Israel, and as the forerunners of a whole new expansion of the People of God. All
those hopes and dreams were now shattered. The rock across the tomb was a precaution to protect the
body from wild animals, and a common enough step in Judea at the time, where burial was difficult in
the hardscrabble earth and caves were often used. But the rock must have also seemed like a sign that
the hope begun by Jesus had been stopped, brought to an end. His light was extinguished.

The rock becomes a symbol of something bigger. It represents the deadweight of the world’s sin, block-
ing out the future, rolling across our best and brightest hopes. It is a symbol of the weight of the past,
which makes us cynical or hopeless. We have all heard those voices that tell us there is no point in try-
ing. In this process of settling down into despair we cease hoping for anything. I remember hearing a
story about a man who rebuked some rampaging football fans for behaving badly after their team had
lost. One of the men shouted back at him: ‘We’re only human, you know.” Ah, yes. To be human is to
be associated with whatever is gross or weak-willed, and what is more, to justify it as well. This is a
kind of death, long before the last breath is drawn. It is the death of ideals, the death of inspiration, the
death of any kind of hope. The rock sits firmly across the tomb, and our fate is sealed.



But one of the first lessons you learn in high school physics is the power of the lever. We are taught that
a weight which seemingly cannot be moved becomes easy to move, once the lever is brought to bear on
it. As pressure is applied through the lever, a weight is raised or resistance is overcome.

With the resurrection of Jesus, the lever of God’s love is brought to bear on the rock, which is to say,
brought to bear on the very forces of death itself. The rock cannot resist this power. It is rolled

away. And as the rock rolls away we discover that Jesus the Christ is not dead, but is risen. God’s love
has brought him through death into life. Remember, too, that we are in Christ through our baptism. This
resurrection is ours through our sharing in the life of Christ. We are taken into eternal life through the
power of his resurrection. This is why this Easter, and every Easter, in this church and around the world,
people are being baptized. Baptism brings us into the life of Christ risen from the dead.

The life of Christ begins here and now. We inherit its fullness in eternity, but it has already begun
through the power of God’s grace. We could not believe in Christ’s resurrection and want to leave the
world the way it is. We could not, for that matter, believe in Christ’s resurrection and want to leave our
own lives untouched. Think of the symbols that we use this evening. We began with fire.

Fire is energy, an energy that can be dangerous, yes, but an energy that drives our whole universe. To
believe in Christ risen from the dead is to find in him an energy and an urgency about the fate of the
world. Clothe the naked, he tells us. Feed the starving. Challenge complacency — including your
own. Do not allow cynicism or despair to erode life within you. Where I am with you, says Jesus, my
life will be like a spring of water ever-flowing within you, to refresh and renew.

The gospel according to John tells us that near the end of his hours on the cross, Jesus cried out: ‘It is
accomplished!” (John 19.30). In the light of the resurrection we now understand that what is accom-
plished is never a past event. It is always present, here and now, reaching into our lives. No wonder that
when the priest takes the paschal candle at the start of the Easter Vigil service, he says ‘Christ yesterday
and today, the beginning and the end.” Christ is our end not just in the sense of our destination, but in
the sense of the one who gives us our purpose, our goal, who helps us orientate our lives. In Christ the
love of God made known among us rolls away the stone and calls us out, just as Lazarus was called out
of the tomb. He sets us free for new life, and joins us to many others, all of us an Easter people.
Upcoming Cursillo Events
Schedule of weekends:

Spanish women 05/12-15

Spanish men 06/9-12
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Thursday, August 18 — Sunday, August 21, 2011



Cursillo de Cursillo in English
St. Paul Cursillo Center

Thursday, August 18 — Sunday, August 21, 2011
Cost is $ 125.00 must be received by May 31, 2011 (Men and Woman are welcome)
Contacts for registration and information:

Martha Trevino 281-855-1165 marshatrevino@aol.com
Evelyn Diaz 713-261-6724 diaz8728@sbcglobal.net
Charley Green 713-724-5326 crgtx@peoplepc.com

The Cursillo de Cursillos helps the Cursillo leaders delve into all spiritual and technical
elements of our Movement in light of its charism. A total of 15 Rollos and 5 Meditations
are presented. This workshop starts on Thursday evening and concludes on Sunday
afternoon, but unlike the regular Three-Day Weekend, it is more relaxing with much free
time for rest, for reflection, for personal contact, for spiritual direction, and for individual
visits to the Blessed Sacrament. Everyone feels relaxed with plenty of rest and friendship
throughout the three days.

The Cursillo de Cursillos is obviously a fitting opportunity for Cursillo leaders to learn
more about our Cursillo Movement as asserted earlier. The best benefits that the Cursillo
de Cursillos Weekend participants could receive are the very living personal experiences
the Rollistas share in their Rollos and other participants contribute in their discussions.
These living witnesses are very unique and helpful. The attendees will learn the best
ways to persevere in their progressive conversion, which is indispensable for them to
successfully carry out their apostolic and administrative duties as leaders, how and why
to help new Cursillistas form and maintain Friendship Groups, how and why to conduct
an efficient School of Leaders, how and why to organize a joyful and fruitful Ultreya,
how and why to get along with others on the Secretariat, how and why to make personal
contacts in a Three-Day Cursillo, how and why to implement an authentic Pre-Cursillo,
Cursillo, and Post-Cursillo, how and why to build a friendly relationship with Spiritual
Advisors, and many, many more useful how’s and why’s.

Cursillo de Cursillo Cursillo de Cursillo
Galveston-Houston In English
August 18-21, 2011 Lovs Galvest August 18-21, 2011

With our faith, we have to pave the way for miracles to occur, whilst at the
same time we must try to realize that, if we really think truly and deeply,
everything is a miracle. The fact that the sun rises every day, the fact that
we are able to survive each day in spite of so many dangers that stalk us. It

“The worst enemies of a movement are those who
become its promoters without 1f we compare the Cursillo movement to a tree we are happy to see that it has grown, be-
. . cause the evangelical seed sown in many hearts and cultivated with prayer has given its fruit; o ey £ 1l this, to be able t e
understanding it.”—Fyodor Dostoevski but it also hurts us to see that in some places, no doubt with the best of intentions, they 12 great fobe ahle to percelve afl this, fobe able to.savour i, and malnly, to

have taken the tree of Cursillo for the Christmas tree and have been hanging lights and be able to thank God for it.—Eduardo Bonnin 2002
Come help us all understand the Cursillo Movement a little better. decorations (their favorite brilliant ideas) and have gradually been spoiling its clear and sim-
For more info about CdC see the June 2010 Newsletter at http:iwww.cursillo.org/ ple profile. —Eduardo Bonin Aguilo, “My Spiritual Testament” Come help us all understand the Cursillo Movement a little better.

For more info about CdC see the June 2010 Newsletter at http:/www.cursillo.org/
Come help us all understand the Cursillo Movement a little better. s L

For more info about CdC see the June 2010 Newsletter at http:iwww.cursillo.org/




Cursillo de Cursillo in English
St Paul Cursillo Center

4000 Belk Houston, TX 77087

Thursday, August 18 — Sunday, August 21, 2011

Anticipated Cost for the Cursillo de Cursillo is $125.00
The Cursillo de Cursillo is scheduled to begin at 6PM Thursday and end at 7PM Sunday

(Please use a separate Registration Form for each person)

Last Name: First Name:

Address:

City: State: Zip Code:
Home Telgphone: Waoric Fax:
E-mail Adedress:

Diocese: Regilon:

Sex (Clrcle one): Male Female Specify if: Bishap, Priest, Deacon, or Religious

All rooms are dormitory style, please advise If you must have a bottom bunk

Wheelchair physically challenged/special diet details:

Make checks payvable ta: St Paul Cursillo Center

To register by mail, send this form and payment to:

CdC c/o0 Evelyn Diaz

309 W. Pierce
Houston, Texas 77019

Contacts for regisiration and information:

Martha Trevine 281-855-1165 marshatrevino@aol.com
Evelyn Diaz 713 261-6724 diaz8 728@sbeglobal.ner
Charley Green 713 724 5326 crgixpeoplepc.com

Complete and veturn this form fo register. Full payment of $125.00 per person must be received by May 31, 2011
Registration cost recelved June I— June 30, 2011 is $150.00
Unable to guarantee attendance after June 30, 2011

Please call for information or if you need to make arvangements for payment. Registrations will be accepted on a first
come first serve basis from Galveston-Houston only until March I*. The Center can accommoaodate only 60 persons.



"I know God won't give me anything I can't handle. I just wish he

didn't trust me so much."

Be faithful in small things because it is in them that your strength

lies.

Being unwanted, unloved, uncared for, forgotten by everybody, I think that is a
much greater hunger, a much greater poverty than the person who has nothing to
eat.

I try to give to the poor people for love what the rich could get for money. No, I
wouldn't touch a leper for a thousand pounds; yet I willingly cure him for the love
of God.

I want you to be concerned about your next door neighbor. Do you know your next
door neighbor?

If we have no peace, it is because we have forgotten that we belong to each other.
If you can't feed a hundred people, then feed just one.

If you want a love message to be heard, it has got to be sent out. To keep a lamp
burning, we have to keep putting oil in it.

Intense love does not measure, it just gives.

Joy is a net of love by which you can catch souls.

Let us always meet each other with smile, for the smile is the beginning of love.
Let us touch the dying, the poor, the lonely and the unwanted according to the
graces we have received and let us not be ashamed or slow to do the humble work.
Love begins at home, and it is not how much we do... but how much love we put in
that action.

Many people mistake our work for our vocation. Our vocation is the love of Jesus.
One of the greatest diseases is to be nobody to anybody.

Our life of poverty is as necessary as the work itself. Only in heaven will we see
how much we owe to the poor for helping us to love God better because of them.
Peace begins with a smile.

Spread love everywhere you go. Let no one ever come to you without leaving hap-
pier.

The biggest disease today is not leprosy or tuberculosis, but rather the feeling of
being unwanted.

The greatest destroyer of peace is abortion because if a mother can kill her own
child, what is left for me to kill you and you to kill me? There is nothing between.
Life is an opportunity, benefit from it. Life is beauty, admire it. Life is bliss, taste it.
Life 1s a dream, realize it. Life is a challenge, meet it. Life is a duty, complete it.
Life is a game, play it. Life is a promise, fulfill it. Life is sorrow, overcome it. Life
is a song, sing it. Life is a struggle, accept it. Life is a tragedy, confront it. Life is an
adventure, dare it. Life is luck, make it. Life is too precious, do not destroy it. Life
is life, fight for it.

Mot her Teresa Quot e’ }‘3



There 1s always the danger that we may just do the work for the sake of the work.
This is where the respect and the love and the devotion come in - that we do it to
God, to Christ, and that's why we try to do it as beautifully as possible.

We need to find God, and he cannot be found in noise and restlessness. God is the
friend of silence. See how nature - trees, flowers, grass- grows in silence; see the
stars, the moon and the sun, how they move in silence... We need silence to be able
to touch souls.

We ourselves feel that what we are doing is just a drop in the ocean. But the ocean
would be less because of that missing drop.

We think sometimes that poverty is only being hungry, naked and homeless. The
poverty of being unwanted, unloved and uncared for is the greatest poverty. We
must start in our own homes to remedy this kind of poverty.

Words which do not give the light of Christ increase the darkness.

"People are often unreasonable and self-centered. Forgive them anyway.

If you are kind, people may accuse you of ulterior motives. Be kind anyway.

If you are honest, people may cheat you. Be honest anyway.

If you find happiness, people may be jealous. Be happy anyway.

The good you do today may be forgotten tomorrow. Do good anyway.

Give the world the best you have and it may never be enough. Give your best any-
way.

For you see, in the end, it is between you and God. It was never between you and
them anyway."

"I am not sure exactly what heaven will be like, but I know that when we die and it
comes time for God to judge us, he will not ask, 'How many good things have you
done in your life?' rather he will ask, 'How much love did you put into what you
did?"

"Yesterday is gone. Tomorrow has not yet come. We have only today. Let us be-
gin."

"God doesn't require us to succeed, he only requires that you try"

"If we pray, we will believe; If we believe, we will love; If we love, we will serve."
"Never worry about numbers. Help one person at a time and always start with the
person nearest you."

“We need to find God, and he cannot be found in noise and restlessness. God is the
friend of silence. See how nature - trees, flowers, grass- grows in silence; see the
stars, the moon and the sun, how they move in silence... We need silence to be able
to touch souls.

“When you look at the inner workings of electrical things, you see wires. Until the
current passes through them, there will be no light. That wire is you and me. The
current is God. We have the power to let the current pass through us, use us, to pro-
duce the light of the world, Jesus, in us. Or we can refuse to be used and allow
darkness to spread.”



Pope John Paul II to be Beatified on May 1st Divine Mercy Sunday

Pope Benedict announced on Friday, January 14th that the Venerable Pope John Paul will be beatified on

May 1st, Divine Mercy Sunday this year.

On Vatican Television, Jesuit Father Federico Lombardi, director of the Vatican press office, reflected on

John Paul's life and 26-year pontificate, "characterized by the passion to make known to the world in which

he lived — the world of our tragic history in the course of two millennia — the consoling and enthusiastic

greatness of God's mercy.” "This is what the world needs," Father Lombardi said. "That is why we will have

the joy of celebrating the solemn beatification on the day in which he himself wanted the whole Church to fix

her gaze and prayer on this Divine Mercy."

Regarding the upcoming beatification of John Paul II, Benedict XVI is affirming, "We are happy!"

"As you know," he said, "on May 1st I will have the joy of beatifying Venerable Pope John Paul II, my be-

loved predecessor."

The forthcoming beatification was announced when the Pontiff authorized the promulgation of a decree re-

garding the miracle attributed to the intercession of Venerable Servant of God John Paul II.

Benedict XVI explained that the date that has been chosen for the beatification "is very significant." He said

that "It will be the Second Sunday of Easter," which John Paul II entitled "Divine Mercy Sunday" and "on the

eve of which his earthly life ended."

The Pontiff concluded, "Those who knew him, those who esteemed and loved him, cannot but rejoice with

the Church for this event." Those who really knew Pope John Paul II well, need no explanation of why the

Holy Father chose Divine Mercy Sunday as the date for the beatification in Rome.

The Vatican is preparing for record attendance which will be much more than just a beatification of a very

saintly Pontiff. Those in the know, all agree that this coming Divine Mercy Sunday, will in part, fulfill the

wishes of Pope John Paul, that the world come to a better understanding of Divine Mercy.

From his death bed came his last written words that he had prepared to be read on Divine Mercy Sunday, the

day after his passing. They were read, as follows, directly on Divine Mercy Sunday:

AAs a gift to humanity, which someti mes seems be\
ness, and fear, the Risen Lord offers His love that pardons, reconciles, and reopens heatrts to love. It is love
that converts hearts and gives peadew much the world needs to understand and accept Divine Mercy!
Lord, who reveal the Fathero6és |l ove by Your Death
peat to Youé Jesus, I trust in You, have mercy uf
Parishes throughout the world will be preparing for this great event on Divine Mercy Sunday, which will

bring much needed understanding of how to celebrate the feast and use it as a great evangelization tool, espe-

cially to get the Easter-only and fallen-away Catholics back to the practice of their faith.

Pope John Paul established the feast in 2000, saying that he had fulfilled the will of Christ.

Robert R. Allard, 4th degree, Director of www.DivineMercySunday.com

An Easter Prayer for Life

Lord Jesus Christ,
You are the Author of Life,
Who died and now lives forevermore.
May we who work and pray
That children in the womb may be protected
Always draw strength, confidence, and joy
From Your victory over death,

For you are Lord forever and ever. Amen.



Plenary Indulgence for Divine Mercy Sunday

In a decree dated August 3, 2002, the Apostolic Peniten-
tiary announced that in order
would observe this day (Divine Mercy Sunday) with in-
tense devotion, the Supreme Pontiff himself established
that this Sunday be enriched b
so that the faithful might receive in great abundance the

gift of the consolation of the Holy Spirit. In this way, they
‘ can foster a growing love for God and for their neighbor,

and after they have obtained C
might be persuaded to show a prompt pardon to their
brothers and sisters. o

The plenary indulgence is granted (under the usual con-
ditions of a sacramental confession, Eucharistic com-
munion and a prayer for the intentions of the Supreme

R . .
Ll o ok X
hesus TTRISEIN Yo Pontiff) to the faithful who, on Divine Mercy Sunday, in a
spirit that is completely detached from the affection for a
sin, even a venial sin, recite the Our Father and the Creed, and also adding a devout
prayer (e.g. Merciful Jesus, | trust in you!).

Additional provisions are offered for those who are impeded from fulfilling these require-

ments, but who wish to acquire a plenary indulgence. The full text of the decree of the

Apostolic Penitentiary may be found at: www.mercysunday.com. While the readings

and prayers for Mass on this day remain unchanged (they reflect perfectly on Our

Lordds Divine Mercy) the Holy See offers th

The Gospel of the Second Sunday of Easter narrates the wonderful things Christ the

Lord accomplished on the day of the Resurrection during His first public appearance:

AnOn the evening of that day, the first day
disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to

t h e Peace ®e with you. hen He had said this, He showed them His hands and His

side. Then the disciples were glad to seethe Lord. Jesus sai d t Beadehem
be with you. As the Father has sent Me, soevenlsendyou, 6 and t hen He b
t hem, a nRkceigeathe dHply Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are for-

given; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained6 6 ( J n23)20, 19


http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/tribunals/apost_penit/documents/rc_trib_appen_doc_20020629_decree-ii_en.html

\

We will explore the consequence of Choosing to Exercise the Power of Lawvand through ap-
ostolic action. It is important to continue discovering the love of Jesus through our study. We
come to know Jesus better by using our intellect and forming our mind to the mind of Christ.
There are many ways in which God reveals Himself to us: in Scripture, the lives of the Saints,
nature, and the teachings of the Church. As God reveals Himself to us, both our mind and heart
respond. Henri Nouwen stated it this way: “Spiritual reading is food for our souls. As we slowly
let the words of the Bible or a good spiritual book enter into our minds and descend into our
hearts, we become different people. The Word gradually becomes flesh in us and transforms our
whole being. Thus spiritual reading is a continuing incarnation of the divine Word within us.”

Choosing to Exercise the Power of Love

It has been said that Action is the perfection of piety, dedicating our very lives to God by align-
ing our will to His will, and then doing what we have been asked to do. Action is responding to
the command of Jesus written in John 13:34-35. “I give you a new commandment — to love one
another. Just as [ have loved you, you are to love one another. Everyone will know by this that
you are my disciples — if you have love for one another.” Simply stated, Action is exercising the
power to love God, self, and others just as Jesus has loved us.

Typically, after a Cursillo weekend, the Cursillistas’ hearts are burning with fire because they
have experienced the deep penetrating love of Jesus. In addition to experiencing this love, the
Cursillista develops a better understanding of the role of the laity and understands that they are a
unique creation of God with a special purpose. There is an urgency to act! The Cursillo Week-
end can create such an interior restlessness that many are inclined to leave the Weekend and im-
mediately get involved in as many church activities and ministries as possible and tell everybody
about Jesus and the Cursillo Movement.

This burning and impulsive desire to act often occurs before we have even begun to more fully
develop our relationship with Jesus or taken the time to understand His will for us. In many
ways, it 1s like soldiers running into battle without training, weapons, or orders. Similarly, it is
like someone engaging in an Olympic event without proper training. In either case, we may have
some early successes, but we are very vulnerable to failure. Undoubtedly, many good things
have come from these actions, but this is not the type of action we are talking about when we
discuss living the third leg of our tripod.

Anyone can perform acts of kindness such as working in a soup kitchen, visiting the sick, help-
ing a neighbor, etc., including Christians and non Christians.



Additionally, any Catholic can participate in parish activities and ministries with little or no rela-
tionship with Jesus. This is action, but it is not apostolic action. Apostolic Action is action that is
taken because of a genuine love for God and neighbor, and it occurs when one dies to self and
allows the Grace and love of God to penetrate his or her entire being. Then, one can share this
love with others by actually living the Gospel just as Jesus did. It is more about “being” than
“doing”.

Apostolic Action that is not rooted in the love of Christ is fragile and can quickly fade in times
of trials and temptation. We can often generate sufficient energy and enthusiasm ourselves to
persevere in certain Christian acts. However, this is a forced behavior and it is not part of our
natural being. If our action does not stem from our love of God and neighbor, we will always be
vulnerable to a failure to act. This type of action lacks the power of love, which is the greatest
force in all of creation.

Our Apostolic action will be more efficacious when it is done in and through the power of love —
the desire to serve the other. St. Paul in 1 Corinthians 13:3-4, tells us: “If I gave everything I
have to the poor people, and if [ were burned alive for preaching the Gospel but didn’t love oth-
ers, it would be of no value whatever.” Love is patient and kind, never jealous or envious, never
boastful or proud, never haughty or selfish or rude. Love does not demand its own way........

There is nothing timid or ambiguous about these words from scripture. Think how incredibly
hard it would be to actually give away everything you owned to the poor. Sometimes, it is diffi-
cult to even let go of some of our excess. To give away everything would be a tremendous effort.
To be burned alive for preaching the Gospel is almost too much to think about. Nevertheless, the
divine Word of God says: without love, these actions would have no value whatsoever. This is a
very sobering thought, and it helps us to see the need for a change of heart, mind, and will. Per-
forming all the duties in the world would mean nothing if they are done without love.

Jesus wants to fill our hearts with His love so we can in turn love others. To do this, we need to
rely upon His Grace, nurture our relationship with Him, and follow His ways . . . His criteria.
Then we will be better prepared to make the decision to love with conviction and constancy.
Choosing to love is an act of the will, and it involves making decisions about how we choose to
live our lives. Jesus said: No one has greater love than this — that one lays down his life for his
friends (John 15:13). The giving of life isn’t necessarily death but rather the willingness to share
our life in friendship with others.

April 2011 National Mailing - National Cursilloe Center



English Language or Bilingual Ultreya Communities

Call to confirm time and place, things can change!

LOCATION DAY OF WEEK CONTACT
Central Ultreya - St Joseph 1st Friday - 7 PM Aurora Cantrares (713) 932-6586
Northeast Ultreya - St Martha Ist Sat After 10 AM Mass [Carol Bateman (281) 359-6942
Huffman Ultreya st Sat After 5 PM Mass Windy McMichaels (713) 254-6303.
YBIC
Southeast Ultreya - St Frances 2nd Sa - After 9 AM Mass |Juanita Keller (713) 910-1417
Cabrini
Charley Green (713) 724-5326
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel 2nd Friday - 7:30 PM Angie Nuno (713) 857-9961
Jorge Mendez (713) 644-7286
4th Saturday - 3:30 PM
Northwest St Elizabeth Ann 3rd Sat - After 9 AM Mass |Lupe & Martha Trevino  (281) 855-1165
Seton Steve & Rebecca Lopez  (713) 466-4225
St Andrews Channelview TBA Ben & Hazel Lin-Tang (832) 433-8688

Prayer in Honor of Blessed Pope John Paul II

Father of Love and Life, In every age you inspire your people
Through the teaching and example Of leaders who are living
witnesses of your Kingdom.

We thank you for Blessed John Paul II, Whom you raised up to
point the way To a Culture of Life.

May we learn from his teachings That the defense of the unborn

4 Stands at the center of our moral priorities. May we learn from

his example How to defend life with courage and joy.

life Has already been decided, Because Jesus Christ is Risen
from the dead. May we, remembering Blessed John Paul 11, Al-
\ ways proclaim, celebrate, and serve The Gospel of Life.

ﬁ May we echo his conviction That the outcome of the battle for

We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen!


mailto:centralultreya@gmail.com
mailto:lakeclb@cebridge.net
mailto:crgtx@peoplepc.com
mailto:angelica_vl@hotmail.com
mailto:nwhouston.ultreya@yahoo.com
mailto:nwhouston.ultreya@yahoo.com

Were you there when they crucified my Lord?

Were you there when they crucified my Lord?
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?
O sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble,
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?

(pause)

Were you there? -The answer is, “yes”, we were all there
You were there -I was there -Every single person who ever has lived and ever will live was there

How is this possible?

When Jesus was crucified He offered himself as a sacrifice for our sins

He took upon himself every single sin you and I ever have committed and ever will commit
He suffered and died because you and I choose to sin

It wasn’t the Jews -It wasn’t Herod -It wasn’t the other person sitting next to you

It was you and I who crucified Christ -It was because of your sins and mine that Jesus freely chose to sacrifice himself on the
altar of the cross

Never forget this!

God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him might not perish but might have eter-
nal life.

In God’s infinite wisdom, he recognized that you and I are not capable of overcoming sin by our own power
This is why in his divine plan, he sent his only begotten son to suffer, to die, and to be raised from the dead

When we were baptized, we died on the cross with him And were raised from the dead with him
we were there

Every time we approach him with humble and contrite hearts in the sacrament of reconciliation,
we die on the cross with him and are raised from the dead with him we are there

When we offer ourselves in and through him in the most holy sacrifice of the Mass,
we die on the cross with him and are raised from the dead with him - we are there

Do you see now how you were there?

Everything we believe -Everything we do -All that we are
Flows out of the crucifixion and resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ

This is why we are here! -This is why we celebrate Holy week!

Not to weep with tears of guilt for crucifying our Lord, But to weep with tears of gratitude and thanksgiving For the infinite
love and mercy of our Lord!

This week, you and I have the opportunity to truly be there

It begins with this Mass that we are celebrating right here right now

We are being transported through time to the actual event itself To the actual crucifixion of our Lord Jesus Christ
himself



Don’t let it slip by -Don’t allow yourself to just go through the same routine

Make a conscious effort to taste, touch, smell, hear, and see the passion
Enter into this incredible mystery from the heart
Find a quiet place to read the scriptures of each Mass ahead of time

On Holy Thursday

Try to imagine yourself in the upper room -Try to imagine which of the apostles you identify with
Have you ever betrayed anyone close to you like Judas betrayed our Lord?

Try to imagine yourself in the garden
Have you ever let a friend down who needed you more than ever before like Peter, James, and John let down our Lord when
he needed them the most?

On Good Friday

Try to imagine yourself as Peter who insisted that he would never deny the Lord and then denied him three times -Have you
ever denied someone you loved?

Try to imagine yourself as one of the Roman soldiers who scourged the Lord, spat upon him, and insulted him -Have you
ever scourged someone you loved with your words or actions?

Try to imagine yourself as either the good thief or the bad thief on the right or left of our Lord
Have you ever turned away from the love and mercy of our Lord?

On Holy Saturday or Easter Sunday

Try to imagine yourself at the empty tomb -What would you be thinking?
What would you be feeling?

Anger? Fear? confusion?

Where is our Lord?

Try to imagine yourself when the Lord appears in his glorified body -What would your reaction be?
Joy? Excitement? Disbelief like Thomas?

If you do this, If you truly allow yourself to enter into this Holy Week as if you were actually there. Then be assured that you
will be raised from the dead on that Glorious day when we celebrate the resurrection of our Lord

This week each one of us has an opportunity to be transformed -Don’t let it go by once more as another routine tradition -Let
it be a source of true conversion

Let it be an opportunity to remind ourselves that we were there

Homily - Deacon Jim LoweCompanions of th€ross



Women' s Cu-Maich 31-April3,2@ 1

Back row: Dcn Lupe Trevino, Genoveva Morado, Debbie Davis,
Yolanda Garcia, Suze Theus, Naomi Becker, Lona Jenkins, Bar-
bara Heath, Elizabeth Bond, Shirley Neumann, Vilma Martinez,
Diana O'Connor, Minely Losa, Angie Nuno

Front Row: Maria Balderas, Debbie Pena, Adela Tischina, Betty
Harmon, Liz Benavides, Lucy Loan, Sharon Navy, Maria Salinas,
Chacha Wilson, Jo Ann Zuniga

With sign : Martha Trevino and Mary Green



SECRETARIAT

The Archdiocesan Secretariat consists of 3 members from each of the Schools of Leaders (English,
Spanish, and Vietnamese) along with the Diocesan Spiritual Director. They meet on the Second Wednes-

day of each month at the St Paul Cursillo Center.

Spiritual Director Rev. Eugene Canas

Associate Spiritual Director Rev. Joseph Thanh Vu

Lay Director Minely Lopez-Loza

School of Leaders - Spanish Vicente Esquivel

School of Leaders - English Martha Trevino

School of Leaders - Vietnamese Linh Do

Pre Cursillo Vocal - Spanish Jorge Lopez

Pre Cursillo Vocal - English Evelyn Diaz

Pre Cursillo Vocal - Vietnamese Nancy Bich-Nga Nguyen

Post Cursillo Vocal - Spanish Alberto & Elsa Moreno

Post Cursillo Vocal - English Charley Green

Post Cursillo Vocal - Vietnamese TBA

(713) 9238235

(832) 228-6146 (Cell)
(713) 941-0521 (Office)

(713) 550 0226

(713) 674-5819 (Home)
(832) 298-2460 (Cell)
(281) 855-1165 (Home)
(281) 498-2028 (Home)
(832) 657-9135 (Cell)
(713) 885-5294

(713) 528-3884 (Home)
(713) 261-6724 (Cell)
(713) 981-4026 (Home)
(713) 473-2043 (Home)
(713) 530-4656 (Cell)
(713) 640-1000 (Home)

(713) 724-5326 (Cell)


mailto:genecan1022@yahoo.com
mailto:vnmartyrs@hotmail.com
mailto:vicenteesquivel33@gmail.com
mailto:marshatrevino@aol.com
mailto:mydinhtran@sbcglobal.net
mailto:jlopez_1@sbcglobal.net
mailto:sylvester@iwl.net
mailto:tn0475@yahoo.com
mailto:elsamoreno@yahoo.com
mailto:crgtx@peoplepc.com

A Night for Lufe

The Catholic Charismatic Center cordially invites you to join us
for a special banquet benefiting our Pro-Life Apostolate.

May 8, 2011

Hilton Americas-Houston
1600 Lamar Houston, TX 77010
VIP Reception 5:00 pm to 6:00 pm
Banquet 6:30 pm to 9:00 pm

Invocation Keynote Speaker
His Eminence His Eminence
Daniel Cardinal DiNardo Raymond Cardinal Burke
Archbishop of Galveston-Houston Prefect of The Apostolic Signatura ‘

www.anightforlife.com

All Sponsors receive a table for 10 plus 2 tickets to the VIP Reception with Cardinal Burke.
Platinum Sponsor $10,000

: Gold Sponsor ‘5.000 S a".- L- .ted! - Toda, !
___ Silver Sponsor $2,500 i bR Register Y
____ Bronze Sponsor $1,500 Deadline May 2,2011

Number of Individual Reservations at $100 each

I would like to sponsor priests and or religious at $100 per person

Name Address
City/State/Zip Email
Home Phone Mobile Fax

Payment Information
Check Enclosed (payable to the Catholic Charismatic Center, 1949 Cullen Blvd. Houston TX 77023)

____Please charge my Visa MasterCard Discover

Name on Card Billing Zip Code
Credit Card No. Expiration Date
Signature

For more information, please call (832) 967-3052 or visit www.anightforlife.com

The Cathelic Charismatc Center is & 501(c)(3) tax exempt crganization.
For tax purposes, the fair market value of this event is $50.00 per person.




A Morning for Lufe

The Catholic Charismatic Center cordially
invites you to join us for a special

Pro-Life Program on Monday . ;) gipe
May 9, 2011 Z
Catholic Charismatic Center

1949 Cullen Blvd. Houston, TX 77023
(Cullen Blvd. Exit on |-45)

!

-
—
-
P

Mass for Clergy

with His Eminence Raymond Cardinal Burke.

Time: 10:00 am

The priests and religious of the Archdiocese of
Galveston-Houston and surrounding dioceses are invited
to a special Pro-Life Mass with His Eminence Raymond
Cardinal Burke. (Priests are asked to bring an alb and
stole with them.) Mass is open to the public.

Prayer Vigil for Life

Time: 11:30 am

The Mass will be followed by a solemn prayer vigil led by
His Eminence at the recently opened Planned Parenthood
facility located just minutes from the Center. Itisa
78,000 square foot facility, making it the largest late-term
abortuary in America. The Prayer Vigil is open to the
public.

Priests and religious are asked to call the Catholic
Charismatic Center by Wednesday, May 4, to confirm
their attendance at the Mass and/or Prayer Vigil.

For more information, please call
(832) 967-3052 or visit

www.anightforlife.com

e,
229 Our Lady of Guadalupe,
Empress of the Americas and
Star of the New Evangelization,

pray for us!




Veni Creator Spiritus - Come Holy Spirit

Come Holy Spirit, Creator, come best gift of God above,
the living spring, the living fire, sweet unction and true love.

Thou Who are called the Paraclete, from Thy bright heavenly throne,
come, take possession of our souls, and make them all Thine own.

Thou who are sevenfold in Thy grace, finger of God's right hand,
His promise, teaching little ones to speak and understand.

O guide our minds with Thy blest light, with love our hearts inflame;
and with Thy strength, which never decays, confirm our mortal frame.

Far from us drive our deadly foe, true peace unto us bring,
and through all perils lead us safe beneath Thy sacred wing.

Through Thee may we the Father know, through Thee the eternal Son,
and Thee the Spirit of them both, thrice-blessed Three in One.

All glory to the Father be, with his co-equal Son:
the same to Thee, great Paraclete, while endless ages run.

Amen

Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of Your faithful, and enkindle in them the fire of Your love.

- Send forth Your Spirit and they shall be created.
- And You shall renew the face of the earth.

Let us pray: God, who taught the hearts of the faithful by the light of the Holy Spirit, grant
that by the gift of the same Spirit we may be always truly wise and ever rejoice in His con-
solation. Through Christ our Lord.

Amen.




